On June 12, 1944, the first Flying bomb, known as V-1, reached London. The V-1 was a small pilotless airplane which flew at high speed on a determined course and terminated its flight by means of settings in its mechanism. It contains a large amount of explosive which detonated upon contact, and the blast effect was terrific.   The first V-2 was not used until early August. It was a rocket, shot in the air to a great height, which fell at such high speed that the first warning of its coming was the explosion. During flight, it could not be heard, seen, or intercepted and for these reasons was never as terrifying as the V-1.

The V-2 bomb was particularly destructive when it fell directly in to a structure of some kind. Owing to its speed, it penetrated deeply into the ground and its great explosive effect was exerted directly upward. As a consequence, when it fell into open spaces it was relatively ineffective, but so great was its explosive charge when it hit a building that destruction was almost complete.

The development and employment of these weapons were undoubtedly delayed our spring bombing campaign against the places where suspected they were under manufacture. Peenemünde, in Germany, was known to be one of the largest of the German experimental plants and periodically, we sent large formations of bombers to attack that area. There were other places indicated to us as suspicious. One was Trondheim, in Norway, where we thought that the Germans were engaged in atomic development. We also bombed the suspected launching sites along the cost of north-western Europe, where our reconnaissance photography showed numerous facilities and installations that could not be interpreted in terms of any weapon. These areas were continuously hammered.

The effect of the new German weapons was noticeable upon morale. Great Britain had withstood terrific bombing experiences. But when in June the Allies landed successfully on the Normandy coast the citizens unquestionably experienced a great sense of relief, not only at the prospect of victory but in the hope of gaining some insurance against bombings. When the new weapons began to come over London in considerable numbers   their hopes were dashed. Indeed, the depressing effect of the bombs was not confined to the civilian population; soldiers at the front began again to worry about friends and loved ones at home, and many American soldiers asked me in worried tones whether I could give them any news about particular towns where they had previously been stationed in southern England.  
It seemed likely that, if the German had succeeded in perfecting and using these new weapons six months earlier than he did, our invasion of Europe would have proved exceedingly difficult, perhaps impossible. I feel sure that if he had succeeded in using these weapons over a six-months period, and particularly if he had made the Portsmouth-Southampton area one of his principal targets, Overlord might have been written off.
Defensive measures against the v-1 soon attained a very high degree of efficiency, but even so, the threat of their arrival was always present at all hours of the day and night and in all kinds of weather. We in field wanted to capture the areas from which these weapons were fired against southern England. However, it must be said to the credit of the British leaders that never once did one of them urge me to vary any detail of my planned operations merely for the purpose of eliminating scourge…
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