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scr,thsr*st Eur*pe nof c*mmitt*el t* ths fightingl+-ss* il anri sb*ut
CnIais, in the t*rnran Fiftee*tlt Àn-ny, T* mafurt*riu connectinn rvith
9.** trm:ps h* hsd to i:*ld Çasn, If Lls l*s,Ê thst cit3, his hvr: principal
forcts r*culd be dil'id*d a*d c*uld thc*eefclrth trperate tcg**rer only
if both Ê"reftIted a lang q'ithrCrarq--si. 5* t* Ça*n hs hurrietJ-his srrcng-
est ftntJ beet divisiotls, ffid $:sde €r*ry p*ssibTur preparati*n tc haltl it
to tlt* Èsq{.*

Sur fn:stxrti*n in the sffïiinulsnt c'f *i:r lrunediate taetrcal g*irTs fur
ihe *aster$ $$*tsr inr,*lv*"d nr: *Xlir*Se in th* hr*alj putpo**r- sf llrs
oprrational pTan, It ç'ss t:l*r*T3r â{T*th':r e,\*ïrlp:ie of t"he age::ld tîurh
that evcqr batttre plan c*mpri"t*s rv:*r*13, it* eirC*riy cnmmi*ri*nt af
troop:s to battX* untTer tire crlmn':and*r's *al*ul*ti**s af ci*xinitrle ntr-
je"*tiles anel ncc*ssftry rËs{f,{.rîccË, b*t nlways v.'ith th* e*rfirin$, thn{
*'Ë*my r*lctir.rn will requir* esnstani Éer:tica} ottjuxËrn*nf tq:r lhu r**
quirr:m*rrt*e sf the naE:rnenf- Ax qui*kjy as it be*"nrue **rÉsir] that ths
*Ilr.$iy irtf*.lrded iet erll ccsts tn h'*ng *nto Ca*u as ths hirlge *f ïri*
*p*rati*n* it ir:st*ntiy becam* t' 'f,rlr advan*age to k*ep him s$
Pr€$fûuFi*d ig tltilt r*gi*rr t}lnt al} *{her AEisd oper;rti*ns îrsîrtrd be
fa*ilitated.

tn fh* f*r uæ*t*rn fi*xk Gprlerël Ce:uins' VII Carys initislly at-
tscked strsight lc"Ëfitqrsrd t$ çut gi1ç: g:çni**ul;* in tl.rir:. H* then furn*d
s*'iftxy ffiwerri flrerbcurg but Jrred *Tri* tt> estahlish *lr his seurhrv*rd
fl*nk s $ecure lise tû blcck an3' Ë"n*rny reinf*r*emsnts att*nltr:tfuilg tr:
Frrsh i*tr: th* p*ni*sirl;r.*

{}n J*rnE 12, 1944, *ir. s-rxt *yixg bc:nb, tnnnu as y-1, resched
l**xdcn, TT:e Y-t wê$ iï ssn;li.t 5riltrrk:ss aiirpi*ne which fiew at high
sp*trl *n * pr*dctr:rui**d suurs-È anrd tr:rmir:*tuetr its fiight by rne.ans çf
settings fu iÊs mech,qr:-irm- It c*:Ëtsi$*d * iarge a*r*wr:t af explasive
rÈùi*b dtt*:nai*d ilpon c*ttti*.c{, **ct th*: btrnst cff**t r+,*l* trrrrifii.' Thc
fiËt v-? wss no{ uscd until sâriy Auglrsf" Tt rvss s rrrckst, *h*t i::t* thc
efu t$ a great height, lthieh fcl"i'*t such }igfu sp'oe**l rlr*t th* first 1o,,àrft^
ing *f its c*m.irrg \s'as thn explaaion. Iluri:ig fligirt it *;*uk1 nct h* he*.rd,
Ëêsnl *r in*rc*pted auld f*r these rsasûns w;*s ner,.Ê1. *s t*rrifl.ing as
th* 1r-I.

Th* }L? l+nm.rb x'*s p*rtie*larly d*strue,tive,wlr*rr it f*Tt <lire*tly intc
s stmctur* sf *os:e kfuld. Swing t* its sp*.cd, it p****;:trntx$ dcr:ply intr
the grcund snd its grtat e.xpl*sivn efT*ct Iloas ex*rtrti dir*ctly upwar$-
As a {ûnsetfuËrrc*n lvhen it fel"l into *çr** spiTCEË i.t w** relirtirrely in-
cfiectiven b$t sc) græ*t +vas r't*q explcnirue charge *'hcn it hit a blrilding
thët dr$tr$stiûn wâs i*m,)*t ceimple**.*
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Th* devcl*pn:nnt and *mpl*3n:nent *f {}rcse ç!'eflI}{JTtË li?*le urt-

eii.:rstrt*dl5' gr*atly ticlll;+tii [g' c'ur spring L:or:rT-llng *an:pnign ngainst

titr: plx*** ir,h*rs 11i{;: .'iirÈpr*t*d thny \+'Ë.ri: undev rnirrruf;Lc{ure" Fegnç-

t::iilldt. 1lr S*rr::lrnïr Iïlt* kxrr:rr,n tn bç *flf tlf the T*rgtrst *f ths S*x-

rï-;1Tl *âtr)*srirnenttT plxrrts asrd p*ri*dicirlï.v lt'e *q*v*.t }arge fnrmati*ns *f

ht:rn:hers t* attrr,;ll th;ri ;ir*;e" Tl:*rc $'i3ID erth*:r plo*es indi*at*d tr: us

as su:*ii:ir:qr*. Cln* rv*s Trqlnd.!:ci1x, k3 $ç1pr.viï!1 wh*re v-* thnught

tl:iit rlie #urrn*ns lver* *ngag*d in atcnli* *J*r;el*p:n*nl \1re als*'

i--r*snl*'*d tirc srrsprctr:qi laun*hing sit*s al*mg thr: ccnst *f nqrrthqestsrfl.

f.arr*nrt, rr;h*r* *$r l:{:ç$n*rrissnn*r: p}"1*:ttgrriphy shtlvsil xtt:ilreËû{i$

Ëauiliiii:* s*d insfnllxti*ns that cçuT*.{ nç:t Lr* int*qpr*t*,<1 in tev'ms *f

An1," knnr*'ïr rrre,fiFf.Xl. îltts,t: ff*fiS r,,t'qr(: r*yltinu*usly TUrU:mered.u
'I-h* eff*ct af tJi-e firu' fi*tr$t;l.n wf,:itp$n$ xi;ts ve.ry n<ltit*abïe uFùÊ

mc.!raÏ*. fjrr:at [{ritlin hnd rvitTrstqrûcl {*rri$c hcnrtrixtg experirnces. But

rvlrq-:rr irl Jrrn* nhe ÂlJits lnnd*,,l succe.qs$*lly rn tl:* ïi*rmx*dy çssst

tirir citiaenc îlnqi:c.stie'rrrnhl3' enpo,:ri*nce.uJ a gre*t s*rt.,l* *:f r*li*f, xq:t çnll

*t {hr ilËûspeÇt *f vi*tnrv hut irt thc h*pe ** gtinins snn}s insura*ee

tgxlnst ftttrire bornblngx. Wh*n thç: xert' lvù:ùSr{:$}s begarl tCI cûxnÊ

ûï8r L.cni$ç:n isr cernsich:r*bhr numtrcrs th*ir hcp*s trss* dl*I:crjr In-
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deed, the d*prtx;ing c$Tec.t cf th* hr:nlhs r"çns nf,rt cr:r':rfrsred {q} Th*
civiliam p*prulxtir:n; s*Idi*rs st the frç*r teg;rxl ngai* t*: ï$.*-ïffy abr:ut
frïensls ilnrJ lcved ûnes {à{ hern:r:,, *nti n:lwy rtm*s:lccn srikJier: 

^it 
*.j *e

in rvclrriçd t*nes lvlr*.th*r I **uld giv* t"hr*'r mny r':*1'"'$ *h*uf particular
ft}'i{Tr$ ç'her* they had prert*us}y b**n :sttitir:r:r*{ in r*uthrrn Englanrl.

Ït *.eervlsd lik*$' that. if tir* diern:*n ï:*cl snr:$,seclcd in p*rf*cti.ng
n**J usinë th*,çe nfç$ \vsiip,$Tl$ six rxr:r:ths r:rrli*r thii* hrr did, çttr in-
I'asi{m af Ëur*pe n *ruiql .!:rirrre pr*v*t* rxc**elixgly diÈir,uit. g:*r*nps
impossibT*. I f**Ï, sur* thrilt if l:{., *;rd ruec*erlerl in using {h*se ri*opo**
$ver a si. *m*nth peri*r*, ffid p*rti*ul*rTy if he h${t n:;*iJc the F*rts*
ïlïç3uTli-.-Ss*fharnp{cn $re{1 *se c,f his prix*i3:ul mrgxts, *r'r:r}ùrr$ rnigh-t
hare bsen rvriffi*s aff.

F*rensive rne;Tsures agair:sf gl:c: \r-tr sûrlit isrfirir:*c{ $ ï{-.ry Trigh d*-
gr** *f r:ffiei*n*3', ttui *ç*Iï s.c, t$e thre.nt *f their arrir,'nl wi.is xlna3'Ë
çrrese-nt rit *ll hr:urx $f tÈre eiæy xx*{ nig}:lt ancT in elil kincTs c,f weattr*r,
\îe in tirr' field lvsr:{'ed Ët silï}ttlrs th*. pr+;rs frr::n rvhicil {hcs* 1î'e.d:rf}rr}s
rl'Ër€ *rnd egninst **uthçrtr Ërrgtr;l.ni$. H$r+'ç:'",çsu .i{ i:.lr. st he snid {a th*
cr*dit of the Britislt }*sders thu l:.*l'*r r)Êtcr tliE} tr:"rrrr *f rhrrs: usgs ms
t$ Tery any dnt*il ,*:f my ptanne*.1 ûp$I"*tiûns r:l*,rul'y f't'rr tl:r-: nru55l{}fis
of eliminatlng this sc*urge.

*n .Ttln* lS- h'l*ntgornsxy still frlt thnt c*ndîti*ns 6*rr*ttt*d th*
eady *ilptur* tlf *its*" Hi:s dimctll'r: crf th;rt dst* *e*{esJ: u'It i* slesr
ihnt rn'c mugt $$$r *È$3tu::* Ca*Ê. cind {lh*ihrrurg, fls {h* Srst st*p in
the fult devei*pnr*nt *f *ur plu*,q. il*rE:li is r*i.lTL5' ti:r* k*3' tn Cbe,r*
bourg. . . ,n' In tln s&T$* directir'* he gavr tl:*: fr:lï**ring instmcti.çns
Tu th* British Ar,my: o'Ttrre imnre.diste r**k *f rhis Ârn:y *'ill Lr* tc *ap*
ture Citcn.n'Th* *n*l n*nts.nre *f tir*t *rdr:r $ils: u'I sl:;rll hnSrr tt: see
bsîh Cirr,rr a*ct #herhnnrg capt*r*d by J*nr: ?*{.",*',

Sn th* Ïeft tir* *nrrn*n ilr-msr nnd d*'fensive str*ngel:l e*ntinu*-d ts
dsfeat c*r itrtenti{:rrs* È:ut the rmr[ af ilhcrb,nrnrg fi:l.l *ra Jnre* ?6, j'ust
lfw'en$l dr*3'x &ftr"r thr: T*r:cli*g. d-i*n*rni {l*llins h;rd c*ndur;t*r$ :tgninst
it a relentless *iïen*il'e and ss s. rc*ult *f tEl* rçcrirti*n j*sti$*d his
tlicksfi$re, '*n-igL:{ning J*e"*o Thc,, fi-nr:l *xstirult n';ils msr{c.ri:rlly assisf.*rl
by healy *nd iiccu-rn{e nalnaS gutffirc,"

Ï:t tht r:litt{urr t>f }uck lle **ad cnjcy"*d a nrugfu rn*di*rrl h*trve.en
BratlleS"* minisr:um irnri î$*Eirrr,un: r:s$i.n:a{cs *f th* i*lluu.rrr:r: $f t"his
inpÛr:d.*rabl* fsr*tnr" ûur g*r:d 'fuçk w,as l;irg*ly r*pÈ1$fntecl in rl:e
degm* *f surprise th*t $,e achicvr:d [-:], lLrncli*g an U*rh *e1cir, rvhich
tite {}Bm.anr c*ns.id*red unsuited t*: n':*j*r ar*rptlitrii:l:s *p*,ra{i*ns. mrd
b3' til* *iïectir,* nr:tinn *f *he tgr: ;rirl:eir** iJ:iviuir:nr* r$ie $3etr a*d the
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trûlst, whi*h hatl nnn{ieEl alrn'rlsf in ths çent*r of th* p*ninsula- tur bnd
Ïu*k 1.,'as in ttre lturrican* th*t sfru*k us *n Ju*e l$. It st*çrpcd f*r a
p*ri*c! n{ {r:ur rlirys nnnrly al} lanr{ing irctivi{t' un t}:* bes*he$ gnd
tfiur*iltr:.c intcrËured s*ri*usly rvith sv$rtr nper*ti*:nt il rvs..rJ gt: tîr.r$$ in
ùirsractcr 8"$ t$ rr:rrder r:fTr:nsil.s Ëg"Ërting extsene*lï dilÏîcult"

Ï}xnng th*l tirn* **ù c$ïnl?)r.l:nicati*n$ bÈtltrs*n t[r* LTnited Kingd**r
nnd thc C.r'rntjsi*nt ïi*rc *r:mplet*trf interrupted and it'in'n* aTmc*t îm-
pnsslhlt: tct l;irtd sr* aisplaslË: {}n the tn:irli }alldirrg *trip* we, hnd cûf,-
s*n:cted in tbr bridg*h,:a'd. '}*l:c n:lrllb*rry irt ûniahn Exx*h in th*
,{n:eri,.;.;Tll st:cîr:rr sulïcretl dani.age }reyr:srd rrrF;ùir. firent nilmbers sf
ships and sn:;lll vesssTs $"*tr* gxcunded ar huricd *r:t* the hench.*

C*nditir:ns rvr:rtliï hnre b*en Èd*x} fnr & t*r*:aEi cçg1çnterattnck
*xce.pt ft:- rh* prit:r *lïectir'*n*$s Çrf tlr* ;*ir ft rc.*.iio *nmp;rign çf in*fu1-
ti**" I-{*r*, lts i:llvn1,s, \r,.;ts err:pil*xired tht d*uisiv* irrflr.l*nc* *f air
pLlrvlrr i* {h* :{r*u.n,lÈ funttl*.

{-}Ë t]:* duv *f t}t* st':r*l's e*di*g I lTr:te f'rcm {iflrr *xd af au.r beach
line t*r Tlie *ï.h*r nnd c,,*unted rn*r* th*sr 3ûS lvr*ck*d vr:ssels atr*ve
s*ln$.1-h.*af siï*. 5ilms -+u b*d.ly d;rmng*d ti"l"r:3, **ilirj ncrt b* salv;rged"

wÏ:*n th* si*rm s'Èruck. on* :\n:eric;r* djvisi+n- ti:* s3ri. B.as stlll
Ï3'ir:g in its ship:s jxst *$T ths bffiçh" suÏÏr ul:llc:;idsng \1.*s *gt *f the
tltlu:*ti*n alrir-i s* during tlre enti.re stûrnl thr divisin* unde.rçve*l *n *x-
tr*mrl3' t:**rç'rntftlrt:li:Ï* *nçl ln,in6 cxpi:ri*nce. I r.ir;it.*d the n:l*n qlf
tïruit dir.isir:r: litcr di*v fhs:1' tislnl$3,' g*t ash*re and È*ualcl * nunrlrer r:f
th*mr still s*;ssirk as:d t*$lrprlrrril-1, r..rllnust*d.

TT:t*re rÂiis ï3{i sigirt in îl:i: }r-ùrr T:ïlaÈ s.r: impr*,sse:d Ent: x"it'h the inrùis*
trinl r:uglrt *f Âsn*ri*a ns {h* -'';vrrckaË.* *r"r Tfur inr:ding bxach*s. To
aITy tr{.hrr ruttion the të.ix;rsËr;r rc'oljl*l }:;rt'e h**n ;l}n-lq-}st c$esisir,*.t t}ut
s* gr**t -n';l*ç ÂRtr:,ri*;t's pr*dr.rctiv* *+rpncity tha{ the grerit st{rrrr} {rc-
çtsi*n,*d iitllÈi ruùr* th*n ;r rippTe in {h* del'ul*pmrn{ t:f *ur huild-up.

\f itï:r {h* **g:r*r* rf {'hcrhr:rrril ths. l+çrlç. r}f p.rrirt rr:àshinitatitrr wax
st;rrtcei in:m*rJiafdy. 'l-hc t-]rnn*ns irud gr:t:q:mplishr:d m;lj*r it*mnli*
ticr*x *"r:ti htd pïlrr{rld i* th* h*rlrar rr*d its :r1:prr:r*ch*s a p*ofr-rsi*n and
t';'lli*1l. r:f ::ntr:*s. $rrn r. *f th* n{ri*' lyFqs *f r::ines c*ulrj bc rcmùr'f"d
ernly i,=y de*g:*srn .Civ*rs" i+'lirr hlrd t* descend t* th* l-snTt*m tu tlisarnr
th* mi*r,s, T]"r* w*rk tf the ir:rin* sr,"*e.Fers xnd th* de*p*s*:a dirersin
Cherhq: 1.r rg Ï{ ;,r ri:a l= rvæ,s ii ra.n-l ;r tic ir*d Çûu r.HS*r:$ $. "'

tr)r:ring lhç: 11e,'ql'i:i1r dn3..s rtquired h3,'- fhg Ti. .S. \tII Corprr t* cap-
tur* ilIt"rt.''.i..î.:rn, t]:* $iglrtinr T\tlrs *ç:ntin**us thr*ugh*ttt tire re$:ai.srder
*f gi:r: fs'llils-'r,,:ith r.'rr::$lr' l<:*.*[ gr:rirts *srr,w]t*s'n. â*rl ;rlntrrst sTir!**rate in
{hr:: Ûll*l: s.*th:r}:.'l*l'rc:,T'.tTch s}:.û$'s r:ur li*es r:rsl -Iuntt xI and 2S.
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